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Blessings In Disguise 



Out of every misfortune, some good must come. From the dawn of civilization, the big strides 
forward in human progress have almost invariably come through colossal object lessons, entailing 
death and destruction. Here are a few of the world's recent lessons: 

I 

On December 30, 1903, the whole world was startled by the terrible Iroquois Theatre fire in Chi- 
cago, which resulted in the death of more than five! hundred men, women and children. Did it stop 
people from going to the theatre? Not at all: it merely aroused them to the necessity for safety. Soon 
every theatre owner and builder had solved the simple problem of safety, and today more people than 
ever attend the play-houses of the world. 

In January, 1910, France was visited by a national calamity. The River Seine, which had long 
been slumbering peacefully, suddenly awoke, overflowing its banks and doing more than one hundred 
million dollars damage in the City of Paris alone, taking no account of the beautiful farm lands and 
homes destroyed or inundated along its course to the sea. Did the residents of Paris abandon the 
city or the farmers forsake their farms? Oh, no! The French Government simply set about at once 
to effectually control this turbulent stream, and today all France smiles in safety, the while the waters 
of this wayward stream Bow peacefully to the sea. 

It took the terrible Titanic disaster on the early morning of April 15, 1912, with appalling loss of 
life and property, to arouse the civilized nations of the world to the necessity of adequate life protec- 
tion upon the seas. A similar calamity may never again occur, but should it come, passengers and 
crew will alike know they have at hand every possible safety device to protect them from a watery 
grave. 

During the months of March, April and May, 1912, our own "Father of Waters" took unto him- 
self the notion of giving the world still another object lesson, and the unprecedented floods of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley followed. Never before had this country witnessed such a destructive flood, and never 
again will it likely experience a similar occurrence, for the whole nation is now fully aroused to the 
immediate necessity of harnessing this destructive force. What excuse could there be for further de- 
lay? What could we say to a waiting, watchful world, should our government fail or refuse to act 
promptly in this national dilemma, thereby insuring safety and protection to the largest, most popu- 
lous, prosperous and fertile agricultural region the world has ever known? 




B. F. YOAKUM. 
Chairman St. Louis and San. Rv~ Co. 

Editor'a Note — Review of Reviews 

[Few men in America have shown grcai 
er understanding of the practical economic 
problems now before (lie people of Un- 
united States than the accomplished ami 
energetic railroad authority who is chair- 
man of the St. Li hi is & San Francisco 
Board, Mr. Yoakum's very great interest 
in agricultural production, ami in the up- 
building of the country penetrated by the 
lines of railway with which he lias been 
connected, is well known throughout the 
country; and it is representative of the 
spirit that now actuates all of the modern 
school of transportation experli. At the 
request of this magazine Mr. Yoakum pre- 
sents the followi ob statement of the best 
means to remedy the flood situation in tin- 
Mississippi Valley.— The Editor.] 



How to Remedy the 
Mississippi Floods 



By B. F. YOAKUM 



[From May, 1912, Review of Reviews! 



FOR a long time 1 have made a close study of the 
Mississippi Valley, which is suffering such great loss 
from devastation caused by recent floods. 

The Mississippi River and its tributaries afford an out- 
let into the Gulf of Mexico for nearly all the rains and 
snows that fall between the Rockies and the Appalachians 
The waters of this vast region concentrate before reach- 
ing the mouth of the Mississippi, The impression gener- 
ally prevails that the protection of the rich lowlands 
;tlong the banks of the Mississippi must depend entirely 
upon the construction of large and adequate levees. This 
is to a great extent true, hut not entirely so. 

If the Mississippi and its large tributaries, such as the 
Missouri. Arkansas, Atchafalaya and others on the west, 
and the Ohio and other large streams on the east, were 
properly drained by straightening and canalizing where 
necessary, in order to give their nwn waters and those 
which they must take care of unobstructed flow, it would 
afford a greater outlet to the Gulf. The lack of proper 
opening and drainage of these rivers, especially those 
west of the Mississippi, is an obstruction to the proper 
leveeing and reclamation of the lowlands. * * * 

Tin- ^"lerumeiit has not followed the same course a.-, 
other countries by carrying on its drainage and reclama- 
tion work under a comprehensive and systematic plan. 
It has wasted money through unwise expenditures at 
various locations, in an unsystematic manner. That the 
protection of the Mississippi Valley can be accomplished 
economically and permanently by the government under 
a comprehensive plan is shown by work which lias been 
I "tie m ■ iiber countries. 



In a report made by the Supervising Engineer 
of the United States Agricultural Department in 
1909, attention was called to the fen lands of Eng- 
land and the submerged coast lands of Holland in 
the vicinity of Haarlem Lake, lying opposite each 
other across the English Channel, which was thor- 
oughly and effectively reclaimed. 

Aside from the saving of life, the unusual im- 
portance of this matter to the Mississippi Valley, 
in fact tn the whole country, cannot well he ovcr- 
oughly and effectively reclaimed. * * * 
estimated. There are millions of acres needing 
proper and permanent protection in that valley, 
which contains some of the richest soil in the 



"1 'lie rapid approach of the day when it will he 
announced that the Tanama Canal has been com- 
pletely excavated, suggests to my mind the most 
suitable and economical way to proceed in dealing 
by the government of the United States with this 
Mississippi Valley problem. Our government is 
the owner of the greatest collection of powerful 
dredges and other machinery for such work to be 
Found anywhere in the world. Furthermore, under 
nel Goethals and the United States engineers 
there has been perfected at Panama the best and 
most experienced organization that could anywhere 
be found. My suggestion is embodied in the fot- 
I owing telegram, which 1 have sent to the chairman 




HOMES WHICH SHOULD BE PROTECTED FROM MISSISSIPPI OVER- 
FLOW-MOUNDS. ILL. 



world, a large part of which will yield from two to 
three times as much per acre annually as the aver- 
age yield of the acreage now under cultivation in 
the United States. 

This question of protection of life and property 
of the now overflowed district has been for the last 
fifty years the subject of much talk and no intelli- 
gent concrete plan of action. Today the entire 
nation is extending its sympathy to the sufferers 
from the floods of the South, which have caused 
such an appalling loss of life and property. 

The thinking people of the country go further, 
and add to their sympathy a feeling of shame that 
our great government allows this dangerous 
menace to continue. 



mi the Drainage Congress, in session at New Or- 
leans. 

Numerous approving telegrams were received, 
from the leading authorities upon Mississippi River 
improvement, including one from the Hon. Joseph 
E. Ransdell. a member of the River and Harbor 
Committee, in which he said: "1 look with favor 
upon the utilization of any machinery and organ- 
ization on the Canal that can be advantageously 
employed in improving public works in this coun- 
try." The time has come for concerted action, upon 
a plan to be worked out at Washington, in time 
to utilize the engineering talent and the great mass 
of machinery that the completion of the Panama 
Canal will soon render available for the use of the 
Government. 



NIGHT LETTER 



THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CO. 

Georoe H, Maxwell, New York, April 11th, 1912. 

National Drainage Congress, 
New Orleans, La. 
A large portion of machinery necessary for jjovernment to purchase for construction of Panama 
Canal, which Is now rapidly becoming Idle, Is especially adapted for dredging and constructing levees, 
the character of work the Mississippi Valley needs, and which Is now so strongly Impressed upon the 
minds of the public, through great losses of property and life Incurred through recent floods. This 
machinery, If said second-hand, would not bring more than junk prices, but the machinery and or- 
ganization which the government now has would be of great benefit to all If utilized In protecting, 
through drainage and levees, the overflowed lands of Mississippi Valley. Through your knowledge 
of this subject to which you have given particular attention, you know better than others that 
opening streams and removing obstructions so as to permit free flow of great volume of water 
greatly relieves the levees. With such machinery and forces now at command of government ample 
dredging and adequate levee work can be done cheaper than ever before, and new is opportune time 
to undertake It, Am very sorry, Indeed. 1 could not attend this session of Drainage Congress, but 
It was absolutely Impossible for me to get away. 

B, F. YOAKUM. 



House of Representatives 



Mr. George H. Maxwell, Washington, D. C, May 7th, 1912. 

New Orleans, La. 
Dear Mr. Maxwell: 

I thank you for your letter of the 2nd instant, and the clippings bearing on the subject of flood 
regulation. I agree with you thoroughly that this question Will not be solved satisfactorily until the 
crest of the Ohio and the Missouri floods can be lowered. I am studying the Newlands Bill with a 
view to introducing it in the House. I think it is the only proper solution of the great problem con- 
fronting us. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed) Richard Bartholdt. 
I have introduced the Newlands Bill today, making it my own in the House. I cannot, on account of 
it, lose sight of the important river improvement interests, as a matter of course. 



„ _ Stockton, Calif., May 23rd, 1812. 

Mr. George H. Maxwell, 

New Orleans, La, 
We, on the coast, believe this is the opportune moment to force passage of Newlands Bill. The 
present disaster in the Mississippi Valley should of itself be sufficient reason to prompt its passage. 
If existing conditions in Mississippi Valley do not change the inertia of Congress, we cannot conceive 
what would be impressive enough to cause them to perform their duty. Keep us informed on any im- 
portant movement at any point. 

(Signed) The River Regulation Commission of Stockton, California, 

J. L. Craig, Chairman. 



"United States Should Keep Mississippi in Its Banks' 

Say* Philander C. Knox, Secretary or* Stat* 

"It is up to the United States Government to keep the Mississippi River in its banks." 
"As the Government claims the right to control and manage her navigable streams, it seems to me 
*s a broad proposition that we should certainly keep these waters in their beds and not let them over- 
flow." So said Hon. P. C. Knox, head of the Cabinet, who arrived in New Orleans Tuesday morning to 
attend the Louisiana Centennial Celebration in company with Mrs. Knox, Governor and Mrs. Walter E. 
Clark of Alaska and other distinguished eastern and northern visitors. — From New Orleans item, April 
SO, 1912. 



Both Great Parties Adopt Flood Plank 

As evidence of the sweeping nation-wide demand for Federal control of the Mississippi, both the 
Republican and Democratic conventions have hastened to include comprehensive Flood Planks in their 
party olatform pledges. 

It matters little which party is returned to power at Washington. Immediate action is de- 
manded by the entire commonwealth. 

The hand of progress is surely pointed Southward. The missing link from her great chain of 
opportunity is now being forged by the Federal Government. And strangely coincident with it, 
comes the completion of Uncle Sam's world-famed Panama Canal, assuring New Orleans and the 
South an era of progress and prosperity without parallel in the history of the nation. 



Speaker Champ Clark Favors Government Control of the Mississippi 

Washington, May 25th. 1918. 

Speaker Champ Clark of the House of Representatives today authorized a further statement in 
favor of government control and responsibility for the Mississippi River levees. He said, "The great 
question of reducing flood damage to the minimum is too big for individuals or even states to wrestle 
with alone. The Federal Government only is strong enough to handle it. Government control seems 
to be the only hope," 

"On the Mississippi and its tributaries is enough overflow land of the most fertile quality to make 
a state as large as Missouri. And that too, in the middle of a great community of churches, schoolhouses, 
railroads, and other facilities of commerce and transportation. Indeed, with every known adjunct of 
modern civilization, there is land enough to support 20,000,000 people." 



"Don't Damn the Country" 

OFFICE OF COUNTY TREASURER. Tulsa County. 

Tulsa. Okla., June 8th, 1912. 
Louisiana Delta Lands Company, 
Monadnock Building, 
Chicago, III. 
Gentlemen: 

If Louisiana had only its rainfall to take care of, it would have been O. K., but the flood waters 
of the whole country have proven too much for us this year. The recent rampage of the Mississippi, 
however, will only reflect the neglect of the Government and force it to take the long-needed action. 

Louisiana, however, is not the only one which has ever had bad luck. For three years in succession 
I have seen Oklahoma burned up; large parts of Kansas were a failure last year. Nebraska now has a 
great crop area burned up and through Northwestern Texas, they are praying for rain daily. 

I have seen thousands of acres of the best land of Oklahoma and Kansas flooded this year. 
Alfalfa and corn fields were under water: corn must be replanted, and still no one is saying, "Damn 
the country." 

If there is any way I can do you any good, be sure and let me know and by all means remember 
that I have the utmost faith in Paradis and the ability of your company to make it the "Garden Spot 
of the World." 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) L. D. Heller. 



Louisiana Delta Lands Co., 
City. 

Gentlemen: 



Paradis, La., June 7th, 1912. 



Referring to your inquiry as to how I like this country, will say I came down here with my 
family early in February of this year and we have enjoyed every day since that time, being in bet- 
ter health than ever before in our lives. 

Now, about this country, I consider it great. The soil is the richest and best I ever saw and will 
surely grow anything. It is a warm, quick soil and the more I work with it, the better I like it. 

I am not afraid of the flood waters of the Mississippi River; these overflows occur only every 
decade or two. Even if the Government don't take up the levee protection, I would sooner take my 
chance down here where I can grow three or four sure crops a year than to face the dry weather and 
other uncertainties of farming in the North. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) A. H. Buskist. 




PRESIDENT DAVID R. FRANCIS (IN CENTER) AT CAIRO, ILL., WHEN 

RETURNING FROM NEW ORLEANS MEETING OF. THE 

NATIONAL DRAINAGE CONGRESS IN APRIL 

Why Congress Should Act 

By David R. Francis 

President National Drainage Congress 

If any evidence other than that -which we 
had already possessed were necessary to con- 
vince us and the country of the necessity of 
a national drainage plan, the experience of 
last April lias furnished us an object lesson 
which should convince every doubting 
Thomas. No man could traverse the Missis- 
sippi Valley from St. Louis to New Orleans, 
as I did, and not be convinced of the fact that 
the Federal government has too long neg- 
lected proper care of the great Mississippi 
water-way. 

The navigable streams of the United States 
are owned and controlled by the Federal 
government. It is the duty of the Fed- 
eral government to keep these streams 
within proper bounds. 

Whether we are conservative or pro- 
gressive, all should feel that humanity is 
our first consideration, and only he who 
is willing to sacrifice personal interest for 
the perpetuity of our institutions is 
worthy of American citizenship. 

The magnitude of tins undertaking 



should not appall us when we realize that 
it means reclaiming an empire, that if 
successfully prospected it will result in 
providing happ} r homes, lucrative em- 
ployment and an independent living for 
tens of thousands of families who other- 
. i«e might be compelled to eke ovit live- 
lihoods or dependence and want and be- 
come wards of the state and enemies of 
society. 

It is a crime to longer neglect the re- 
clamation of these lands. Why should 
lj"\ urnment aid be necessary? There is a 
multitude of reasons. The Federal gov- 
ernment is the only power or authority 
that can unify the many and vast conflict- 
ing interests involved. A plan sufficiently 
comprehensive to be effective must cress not 
'inly private ownership and county boundaries 
hut state lines as well. 

I have no personal interest whatever in any 
swamp or overflowed lands, and will not di- 
rectly or indirectly benefit by their reclama- 
tion, but every man who cherishes a desire for 
the growth and prosperity of the country 
should do his part in promoting and aiding 
this great work. 

From "ficclaimatiott", Chicago. June. 1912 
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ILLINOIS FARM LAND (VALUED AT S2M PER ACRE) UNDER 10 FEET 
OF WATER, APRIL, 1912 



NATIONAL DRAINAGE CONGRESS 

and 
The Newlands River Regulation Bill 



By GEORGE H. MAXWELL 

The second annual meeting of the National Drain- 
age Congress, held at New Orleans April 10 to 13. 
1912, was in session dn ring the early stages of the 
great Ohio and Mississippi Hoods. This congress 
adopted resolutions demanding that the govenunen* 
do its duty and protect its people from destruction 
by its own flood waters. This congress also em- 
phatically endorsed the principles of the Newlands 
River Regulation Bill (Senate Bill 10900, 61st Con- 
gress, third Session) introduced in the United States 
Senate by Senator Francis Newlands of Nevada. 

In brief, the Newlands River Regulation Bill sets 
forth the project that Uncle Sam should undertake, 
and provides both the machinery and the money for 
doing all the necessary work to build that project. 

It proposes that a Levee System shall be built 
to the fullest possible limit of efficiency as a bul- 
wark against floods, and then in addition that such 
a levee system should be supplemented by a national 
policy of headwater control that would so far re- 
duce the crest of the floods coming into the lower 
Mississippi River from the Ohio, the upper Missis- 
sippi and the Missouri, that the flood plane from 
Cairo to the Gulf would never by any possibility 
at any time in the future rise high enough to 
endanger or over-top the levees. 

Let Congress pass that bill without delay and the 
Mississippi Valley will be forever thereafter safe- 
guarded against invasion by destructive floods un- 
der the same broad national principle that safe- 
guards our territory against invasion by the armed 
military forces of some foreign nation. It would 
transform this stream of waste and destruction into 
the channels of useful industry to man, thereby be- 




HON. GEORGE H. MAXWELL 
Executive Director Pittsburs Flood Commission 
Executive Director National Drainage Congress 



coming a great artery of commerce 
and pride to the nation, rather than one 
<>f fear and shame. 

With a complete system of levees 
built and maintained by the Federal 
Government reaching from Cairo and 
St. Louis to the Gulf, augmented by 
source stream control, as advocated by 
the Ohio and Mississippi Valley peo- 
ple, there would be no longer the dan- 
ger of crevasses and overflow in the 
lower Mississippi River country, and 
the progress of Louisiana would soon 
prove a world wide record. 



t DBgnC» COMHiHtiO*i[fl CU»ue JA!»TPLM»KI . see 

ICimi'.-.iaua ^iute ^?(iixxit a£ 
Ayxivnlinxe aul* Jf mtn.it* rat inn 



June 4th, 1912. 

Louisiana Delta Lands Co. , 

Suite 608 Hennen Bldg., 

Hew Orleans , La. 
Gentlemen :- 

I enclose herewith copy of 8 letter which I wrote and 
furnished the press sometime ago. Also enclose you letter from 
the Baton Bouge Board of Trade, 

I am sorry indeed to learn that the flood situation is 
being so exaggerated by northern newspapers. 7/hile this unfavor- 
able notoriety may check temporarily our speed, it will be only 
temporarily, as Louisiana with her great natural advantages, love- 
ly climate and rich soil, cannot be checked long. Her greatness 
will and must be known, and when it is, you will see the people 
from every direction flook to her and take advantage of her splen- 
did opportunities and rich lands. 

Yours very truly, 



^T^r/^zx^v^v. 



Commissioner. 



F. R BABCOCK, President H, M. LAND1S, Treasurer 

WM. M. STEVENSON. 1st Vice Prest. LOGAN McKEE, Secretary 

O 1'. BLACK, 2nd Vice Prest. PIERCE C, WILLIAMS. Ass't Secretary 

ROBERT GARLAND, 3rd Vice Prest. IRA S. BASSETT. Traffic Manager 
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„„™k Bell. Grant +4J 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED APRIL 13, 1911. 

WHEREAS, a Bill was introduced in the Senate; of the United States by Senator Newlands, on March 
1st, 1911, entitled: 

A bill to create a Board of River Regulation and to provide a fund, for the regulation and 
control of the flow of navigable rivers in aid of interstate commerce, and as a means to 
that end to provide for flood prevention and protection, and for the beneficial use of flood 
waters, and for water storage, and for the protection of watersheds from denudation and 
erosion and from forest fires, and for the co-operation of Government Services and Bu- 
reaus with each other and with States, municipalities, and other local agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the primary purpose of said bill is to bring into conference and co-operation the National 
Government with the States, municipalities, counties and local districts, for the con- 
struction of the works necessary for the regulation of the flow of rivers and for flood 
prevention and protection, anil provides a fund of $50,000,000 annually for ten years for 
said purposes, and 

WHEREAS, the passage of said Bill by Congress would result in the relief, not only of Pittsburgh, but 
of all cities and communities on the Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi Rivers from destruc- 
tive floods, and increase the flow of the rivers in the low water season for navigation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Chamber of Commerce of Pittsburgh hereby 
endorses said Newlands River Regulation Bill and requests the Senators and Congress- 
men from this State to urge its passage by Congress. 

AND RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Secretary be instructed to send a copy of this resolution to all 
Boards of Trade and Chambers of Commerce in cities on the Ohio, Missouri and Missis- 
sippi Rivers and urge their active support for this measure. 



Urgent resolutions of similar nature have been passed by the 

New Orleans Progressive Union, 

San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, 

St. Louis Merchants' Exchange, 

City Club of Memphis, 

River Regulation Commission of Stockton, Cal., 
and numerous other commercial bodies throughout the country, who no longer regard the 
control of the Mississippi as local, but a broad national issue, requiring earh and effectual 
action by the United States Government. 



•CKNER/VL. OFIICKS 
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CHICAGO 



June 20tn, L912 



TO OUR FRIENDS, INVESTORS AND TSE PUBLIC: 



Looking toward the permanent safety of all Par ad is In- 
vestors, we are pleased to make the following announcement: 

Last week the directors of this company met at New Or- 
leans in company with the State Engineer of Louisiana and our own 
engineers, thereupon ratifying a plan to construct a large restrain- 
ing levee around our entire holdings, which will mean future safety 
and prosperity to all Paradis Investors. While it has been Mr. Sunk' s 
plan for several months to construct an outside levee, the present 
plan supersedes the previous one in a larger and more comprehensive 
manner, and me ans the permanent settlement £f the flood question at 
Paradis for al l time to c ome . 

Prosperity and safety gj> hand in hand . As a matter of 
fact, safety comes first, therefore we are going to have safety at all 
costs, feeling that this last factor is the only remaining link 
missing from our great chain of opportunity which we offer you at 
Paradis. 

There's an old adage which Bays "you can't keep a good 
man down". Same thing must apply to countries, for YOU SIMPLY CAN'T 
KEEP PARADIS DOWN, 



Yours for safety and prosperity . 
LOUISIANA DELTA LANDS CO. 




President. 



